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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 1,122 NA  569 601
1940 911 NA 839 347
1945 1,049 NA 1,118 477
1950  819 419 1,176 492
1954  740 308  912 483
1959  550 195  957 398
1964    653 109  341 158
1969 815 242  715 198
1974  505 29  601 76
1978 432 16 686 135
1982 380 6 1,153 39
1987 324 (D) 315 111
1992 308 ---- (D) 99
1997 671 ---- 43 74

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 58 61 77

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,343 2,184 2,176
Grains 776 517 391
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage

(D)
6 ----

Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons

(D)
---- (D)

Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products

2,488 1,662 (D)

Forest Products Sold 33 ---- (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 123 88 286

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves 25 44 (D)
Hogs and pigs 12 (D) (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products

(D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 3,465 2,272 2,461

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 8 30 12

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 5 47 31 18 5 ---- ---- 106
1978 7 47 32 11 3 ---- ---- 100
1982 8 50 25 7 6 ---- ---- 96
1987 2 42 18 10 5 ---- ---- 77
1992 8 26 15 10 2 ---- ---- 61

1997 8 21 11 13 5 ---- ---- 58
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 31 27 21
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 46 34 37

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 ---- 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 1 6 4
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 16 7 7
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 19 19 9
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 24 17 20
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 13 12 17
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 53 ---- 56
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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MATHEWS
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Mathews County lies in the coastal plain at the southeastern end of
Virginia's Middle Peninsula.  It is almost entirely surrounded by water,  with
the Piankatank River on one side and the Chesapeake Bay and Mobjack Bay
on the other.  Interestingly, the county was named in honor of Major Thomas
Mathews, an officer of Virginia troops during the Revolution.

In 1997, Mathews land in farms totaled 8,421 acres, or 15 percent
of the county's 54,845 acre area.  According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 58 farms in the area, each averaging 145 acres in
size and worth an average of $301,235, including land and buildings.

More than 20 percent of the county is water, and the topography is
deeply cut by many rivers and inlets.  Temperatures for the area average a
moderate 41 degrees in January and 78 in July.  The frost-free growing
season is roughly 222 days, usually extending from around March 31 to
November 8.  Annual precipitation averages 46 inches.

Most of the farms in Mathews are small, as many are operated by
fisherman primarily to produce food for private consumption.   Of the farm
products sold in 1997, crops accounted for 97 percent of cash income. 
Daffodils are grown commercially in the county, and receipts from the sale
of blooms and bulbs provide another important source of income on some
farms.  Sales of nursery and greenhouse products are also lucrative,
supplying 72 percent of agricultural sales in 1997. However, commercial
fishing industries employ more people in Mathews than does agriculture, and
sport fishing brings many visitors to Mathews.  As a result, the summer
vacation trade is of considerable economic importance to the county, and
many people have found Mathews to be a delightful place to live after
retirement. 

The estimated county population was 8,348 in 1990.  The total
gross personal income that year was $156.5 million, or an average of
$18,743 per capita.  

Mathews is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 993 47,869 41 11,766 4,053 5,259 482 NA 23,454
1940 700 38,353 54 11,117 3,584 2,729 NA NA NA
1945 738 38,496 63 13,127 3,897 1,811 646 NA 16,846
1950 627 38,148 125 11,207 2,085 2,049 1,066 NA 18,874
1954 446 33,376 141 13,226 693 1,348 1,520 NA 15,422
1959 253 26,730 248 14,748 389 684 951 NA 8,936
1964 181 23,138 278 12,311 1,592 574 698 220 1,468
1969 125 11,326 543  5,246  667  754 115 165 1,796
1974 2/ 106 12,094 743  5,483 405 510  879 332 1,559
1978 100  9,867 (D)  6,160 (D) (D) (D) 195 1,906
1982 96 9,254 1,966 5,784 249 734 (D) (D) (D)
1987 77 7,992 2,210 4,372 1,135 294 519 270 1,170
1992 61 6,152 2,678 3,958 451 352 226 76 845
1997 58 8,421 2,075 5,572 144 570 324 432 1,076
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 883 133,223 20 1,287 NA NA
1950 2/ 253 21,427 38 985 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 11,000 18 423 NA NA
1959 3/ 2 39,000 8 284 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 1 (D) 2 40 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 1 4 4 30,287
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 9 51,962
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 5 32,130
1982 ---- ---- 2 (D) 6 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 5,661 23.2 131,367 259 13.5 3,501 2,225 NA NA
1940 4,908 23.8 116,957 293 12.9 3,783 NA NA 4,175
1945 4,214 27.8 117,333 957 16.7 16,023 NA NA 13,850
1950 2,888 32.3 93,423 294 16.7 4,895 1,264 16.7 21,165
1954 2,110 27.3 57,510 245 20.0 4,894 2,757 13.4 36,855
1959 2/ 1,337 43.7 58,457 280 21.3 5,971 2,022 22.3 45,117
1964 1,041 63.4 65,979 120 30.7 3,678 3,039 18.6 56,432
1969 1,296 69.0 89,380 269 44.5 11,966 2,909 22.2 64,583
1974 1,791 90.2 161,610 856 34.5 29,512 2,982 20.5 61,171
1978 2,186 61.6 134,564 240 30.3 7,262 3,470 21.9 76,091
1982 1,967 84.8 166,813 686 32.7 22,442 3,309 29.1 96,231
1987 1,235 65.9 81,356 547 33.9 18,517 2,508 20.5 51,365
1992 887 103.4 91,680 410 50.1 20,530 2,438 24.4 59,476
1997 1,010 97.1 98,054 348 66.5 23,145 3,373 20.5 69,111

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,400 86 2,138 73 1,600 99 1,197 121 16,951 67 8,917
1940 1,019 239 6,758 204 4,872 91 1,053 95 7,258 71 9,512
1945 1,072 685 20,632 294 7,596 115 2,017 94 7,489 58 6,368
1950 594 449 13,358 332 9,492 89 1,237 634 5,764 14 3,319
1954 399 815 30,448 832 27,814 190 2,605 9 3,402 2 1,321
1959 21 130  3,250  95  3,325 21  168 2 532 NA NA
1964 22 27    846 115  5,157 58 1,047 NA 243 8 1,825
1969 61 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 350
1978 NA (D) (D) 204 6,607 NA NA (D) (D) NA (D)
1982 4 NA NA 185 7,209 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,096 113 195 945 1,168 18 20
1940 2,531 30 73 1,382 1,702 33 29
1945 3,619 68 129 1,629 1,621 606 570
1950 1,756 130 319 1,161 1,483 27 40
1954 1,508 131 232 970 959 62 83
1959 497 6 8 332    580 116 138
1964 700 6 9 480  586 192 220
1969 522 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 206 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 270 NA NA 239 220 NA NA
1982 260 NA NA 181 242 27 38
1987 366 NA NA 314 451 NA NA
1992 325 NA NA 280 356 NA NA
1997 787 NA NA 428 1,507 124 (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

MATHEWS


